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Mo e degrees, less comprehension 
Baltimore lin 
More Americans are getting 
college degrees than they were 
about a decade ago but skills in 
reading and analyzing data among 
the well educated have dropped 
significantly according to a national 
report on adult literacy released 
Thursday. 
When adults with higher 
education degrees were asked to 
compare the viewpoints in two 
newspaper editorials for example 
less than half could do it successfully. 
I think these results are really 
unexpected' said Mark Schneider, 
the U.S. Commissioner of Educatiol " 
Statistics. "I think it is a wake-up cah 
to the research and university 
community. 
The National Asse ment of 
Adult Literac int rviewed 19 000 
people 16 years of age and older in 
their homes in much the same ay 
the census is conducted. They were 
asked to read prose do math and 
find facts in documents. 
The study was designed to assess 
not whether people can read a novel 
but whether they are competent in 
the skills they need to be productive 
citizeJl~ 
rllllong the most significant 
findings is that among adults who 
have taken graduate courses or have 
graduate degrees only 41 percent 
scored as proficient compared with 
4)1 percent a decade ago. 
“Students may not be as 
prepared as most of us 
think they are when 
they're graduating 
college," 
"Institutions of higher 
education should take a 
good look at this and 
ask themselves what 
they are teaching."
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“Having to think and not just write 
took some getting used to….”
“The grading rubric in this class 
was very demanding.”
“I have carried this skill on to my 
other classes…”
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Student Performance The Assignment
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“Working together to design assignments 
is unusual because faculty are 
accustomed to working 
independently. However, collaboration 
should enable improvement of individual 
assignments, thus the entire curriculum 
shall benefit.” 
—Stephanie Clark, Faculty
Food Science & Human Nutrition 
What Faculty Say…
What Students Say….
“I wanted to thank you for always 
challenging me to think critically. I 
have found this style of thinking very 
applicable to all of my other 
classes.”
What Accreditors Say….
The USDA accreditation external 
review team reported that the 
WSU/UI joint program faculty "has 
critically examined the course and 
program outcomes. This model has 
been praised by the Committee on 
Higher Education of IFT as the model 
for other departments to follow.
Furthermore, the faculty is 
committed to making any changes 
necessary for continuous 























Brown, G., Smith, T., & Henderson, T. (2007) 
Student perceptions of assessment efficacy in online and blended classes.
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“Young man, go to you room and stay 


























































C O N T E N T






The Comprehensive Course Question




• What outcomes1 are useful for determining the value 2
and for improving3 a program4?”
• Which raises the subordinate questions:
• What are outcomes?
• How do you determine value?
• What does improving mean?
• What makes up a program?
• What is the difference between the summative 
"determining" and the formative "improving"?
• How do you assess the program and for whom?
• How do you communicate or report the results?
Content is a RESOURCE for answering the Question!
